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NORSEMAN TURF CLUB, 2004 NORSEMAN CUP 
Statement by Member for Eyre 

MR J.J.M. BOWLER (Eyre) [5.18 pm]:  I rise to speak in praise of a club that holds one event a year, but to 
this club it is a very important event.  I am talking about the Norseman Turf Club that recently held its 2004 
Norseman Cup.  To the people in Norseman, this is their Kalgoorlie Cup, which is my favourite event every 
year.  It is bigger than the Perth Cup and is virtually their Melbourne Cup because its the one day of the year 
when the people from Norseman, like those in many other small country towns, get dressed, go out, kick up their 
heels and have a good day.   

Several members interjected.   

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  Sorry, they get “dressed up” - the country boys know what I am talking about.  That is 
why I go every year!  Really, the people there have a great day and the cup is very important to them because it 
is their one big social event.   

Mr M.G. House:  We are coming next year. 

Dr G.I. Gallop:  The naturist society meets there, does it? 

The SPEAKER:  Order, members! 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  I have only got a limited time to speak.  I must say that I was absolutely staggered by the 
amount of work that the club has done this year under the guidance of President Claye Poletti.  They must have 
worked for 12 months on it because there was a massive improvement to the course.  However, this just reflects 
what goes on in one of many similar clubs around Western Australia.  These little turf clubs are very important.  
Some people in the city areas say we spend too much money keeping these little clubs alive for one meeting.  As 
the Leader of the National Party says, these meetings are their Melbourne Cup, Caulfield Cup and Sydney Cup 
all rolled into one.  

Mr M.W. Trenorden:  This one sounds more exciting than ours. 

Mr J.J.M. BOWLER:  It is; come along next year! 
 


